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— The various scientific and educational institutions in and 
near New York City have appointed a local committee of arrange- 
ments for the coming meeting of the American Assqciation for 
the Advancement of Science, with the following officers : Presi- 
dent, Dr. F. A. P. Barnard, President of Columbia College ; Vice- 
Presidents, Chauncey M. Depew, Mayor Abraham J. Hewett, 
Morris K. Jessup, Dr. Henry L. McCracken, George William 
Curtis; Local Secretary, Professor Henry Leroy Fairchild. Miss 
Winifred Egerton is the president of the ladies' section of the 
local committee. 

— Recent deaths : Dr. Franz Herbich, a geologist and custo- 
dian of the Klausenberg Museum, died January 15 ; J. J. Kickx, 
Professor of Botany at Ghent, died March 27. 

— Dr. Albert Kellogg, the well-known botanist of California, 
died in Alameda, in that State, on the 31st of March, at the age 
of seventy-four. He was born in New Hartford, Conn., and 
went to California in the early years of the great migration to 
the Pacific coast. He soon abandoned his professional work and 
devoted himself to the investigation of the botany of California, 
with which he has been identified for over thirty years. He was 
one of the founders of the California Academy of Sciences, and 
in the Proceedings and Bulletins of the Academy the results of 
his researches have appeared from time to time. He visited 
Alaska in 1867 as surgeon and botanist of the special expe- 
dition of that year, Prof. George Davidson being the scientific 
director. Dr. Kellogg's name fills a prominent place in all of the 
leading works relating to West North American Botany. He 
was a man of singular genuineness and simplicity of character, 
as guileless as a child, and abounding in kindly spirit and good- 
will towards all. — R. E. C. S. 



PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Boston Society of Natural History. — April 20, 1887. — Dr. 
J. Amory Jeffries read a note in which he took exceptions to 
certain statements made by Dr. E. G. Gardiner in his paper 
{Archiv fur microscopische Anatomie, 1884) relative to the develop- 
ment of the epitrichium in birds. Mr. Edwin O. Jordan, in a 
paper entitled " ' Vitality' of. Minerals, Plants, and Animals," 
called attention to the recent address of President Judd of the 
Geological Society as reported in Nature, and pointed out the 
speciousness of the arguments advanced to show that the lines 
drawn between the organic and the inorganic departments of 
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nature are false, and showed the absurdity of the claim that 
plants have more " vitality" than animals, and minerals more 
" vitality" than plants. 

May 4, 1887. — Annual meeting. — The annual reports of the 
secretary, treasurer, and curator, were read and approved, after 
which came the election of officers for the ensuing year, with the 
following result : President, F. W. ' Putnam ; Vice-Presidents, 
John Cummings, Geo. L. Goodale; Curator, Alpheus Hyatt; 
Honorary Secretary, S. L. Abbot; Secretary and Librarian, 
Edward Burgess ; Treasurer, Charles W. Scudder, and a board 
of twenty Councillors. The retiring president, Mr. S. H. Scudder, 
then gave an interesting paper of his investigations of the distri- 
bution of the cabbage butterfly [Pieris raptz) over America. 
Awhile ago he sent out several hundred circulars to selected 
persons, and points requesting all available data regarding this 
pest, and the paper read was the outcome. Mr. Scudder found 
nothing earlier than the historic introduction near Quebec, but 
Was of the opinion that there was some evidence of its later in- 
troduction at other points. A feature in the dissemination of the 
species was its more rapid advance along the line of railways. 

Natural Science Association of Staten Island. — New Brigh- 
ton, April 9, 1887. — Steps were taken to form a local committee 
to represent the association in all matters that may arise from the 
meeting of the American Association in New York City next 
August. Dr. N. L. Britton made remarks upon the fungi collected 
by the members of the association during the past two years, 
most of which had been named by Mr. J. B. Ellis. Ten printed 
lists of the fossils found in the drift of Staten Island, by L. P. 
Gratacap, were distributed. 

Indiana Academy of Science. — This society held its second 
field-meeting near Waveland, Montgomery County, Ind., May 19 
and 20. Over thirty members were present. 

Thursday, 19th, the day was spent exploring the wild and 
rugged region along Sugar Creek, known as " Shades of Death." 
In the evening Prof. T. C. Mendenhall, of Rose Polytechnic In- 
stitute, Terre Haute, delivered an address on " Weather Predic- 
tion." 

Friday was devoted to an exploration of the valley of Clifty 
Creek and Pine Hills. The evening session was occupied in 
discussing the natural history of the region visited, and some of 
the results are of value to science. 

The next meeting will be held, the last week in December, at 
Indianapolis. 

Biological Society of "Washington. — April 16, 1887. — The 
following communications were read : W. H. Dall, " Notes on a 
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recent Exploring Trip in Florida ;" H. G. Beyer, U.S.N., " On 
the Action of Caffeine upon the Kidneys;" C. H. Merriam, 
" Ravages of the Bobolink in the Rice-Fields of the South." 

April 30. — The following communications were read : J. H. 
Kidder (1), "Specimen of Concoction found in a Cod-Fish;" 
(2), " Grass Balls from Pyramid Lake ;" G. Brown Goode, 
" Notes on the Color of Fishes ;" F. A. Lucas, " On the Os 
prominens in Birds ;" W. T. Hornaday, " Civilization as an Ex- 
terminator of Savage Races ;" William H. Dall, " A Genus of 
Mollusks new to North America." 

May 14. — The following communications were read : Marshall 
McDonald, "The Causes of Certain Failures in the Culture of 
the Salmonidse ;" C. V. Riley, " Notes on Southern California ;" 
P. L. Jouy, " A Bird new to Japan, — Pitta oreas Swinhoe, from 
the Island of Tsushima ;" F. H. Knowlton, " The Recent Shower 
of Pollen in Washington, — the so-called ' Sulphur-Shower ;' " 
W. B. Barrows, Engineer G. W. Baird, U.S.N., and others, 
" Does the Flying-Fish Fly ?" 



